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In June 1980, after extensive research 
and discussion with the judiciary and the legal 
profession, the Report of the Civil Procedure 
Revision Committee was published. The Committee, 
chaired by the late Walter Williston, Q.C., made 
extensive recommendations regarding the law of 
Civil procedure in Ontario, including a complete 
revision of the Rules of Practice of the Supreme, 
County and Distruct Courts. 


Since the Report was published, a special 
subcommittee of the Rules Committee, chaired by 
Mr. Justice Morden, has been devoting a great deal 
of time and effort to the preparation of the new 
Rules of Civil Procedure. The Ministry of the 
Attorney General has been assisting the subcommittee, 
which I understand hopes to complete its work on a 
final set of rules within the next few months. 


As well as assisting the Morden subcommittee, 
the Ministry of the Attorney General has been working 
on a major revision of Ontario's court legislation. 
Among other important changes, this new legislation 
will provide the framework for the new Rules. The 
title of the new Act will be the Courts of Justice 
Act. The draft Act in this booklet does not reflect 
thew tincal postion Of the Ministry, bute is being 
published to promote public comment on the revision 
of the legislation dealing with Ontario's courts. 


The booklet contains a section-by-section 
commentary on the draft Act referring to the 
corresponding provisions of the existing legislation 
and indicating where changes are proposed. Another 
part of the commentary discusses provisions of the 
existing court statutes that have not been included 
PMeatwe Gist Courts or Justice Act. 
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A number of the provisions in the draft 
Act are closely related to the new Rules. While 
the Ministry cannot release the new Rules until 
they are completed and approved by the Rules 
Committee, the commentary does attempt to indicate 
where the Act and the Rules fit together. Changes 
to the Rules by the Rules Committee may, of course, 
necessitate changes to the draft Act, but I am 
hopeful that any such changes will be relatively 
minor. 


Comments on the draft Courts of Justice 
AGE Should’ be sent by May 15, 1983, to the Policy 
Development Division, Ministry of the Attorney 
General, 15th Floor, 18 King Street East, Toronto 
M5CNrCS . 
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